
142nd Convention of The Diocese of East Carolina 
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Friday, November 14, 2025 

The Consecration of Samuel Seabury, 1784 

Opening Song: Fairest Lord Jesus 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People	 	 And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

Song of Praise: O the Deep Deep Love of Jesus 

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 	 	 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for your goodness in bestowing upon 
this church the gift of the episcopate; and we pray that, joined together in unity with our 
bishops and nourished by your holy sacraments, we may proclaim the Gospel of 
redemption with apostolic zeal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

The First Reading:  1 Samuel 8:1-22 

When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. The name of his 
firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beer-
sheba. Yet his sons did not follow in his ways, but turned aside after gain; they took 
bribes and perverted justice. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said 
to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a 
king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, 
“Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not 
rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have 
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done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and 
serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only
—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign 
over them.” 

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a 
king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will 
take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run 
before his chariots; and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and 
commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. He will take your 
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields 
and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth 
of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. He will 
take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put 
them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 
And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for 
yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that 
our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” When Samuel had 
heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. The Lord 
said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and set a king over them.” Samuel then said to 
the people of Israel, “Each of you return home.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

The Response:  Psalm 110:1-4 

1 The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, * 
until I make your enemies your footstool." 

2 The Lord will send the scepter of your power out of Zion, * 
saying, "Rule over your enemies round about you. 

3 Princely state has been yours from the day of your birth; * 
in the beauty of holiness have I begotten you, 
like dew from the womb of the morning." 

4 The Lord has sworn and he will not recant: * 
"You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek." 
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The Second Reading:  Acts 1:15-26 

Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry." (Now 
this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he 
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This became known to all the 
residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, 
Field of Blood.) "For it is written in the book of Psalms, 

`Let his homestead become desolate, 
and let there be no one to live in it'; 

and 
`Let another take his position of overseer.' 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they 
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of 
these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which 
Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sequence: Goodness of God 

El Santo Evangelio: Mateo 9:35-38 
Diácono: 	 El Santo Evangelio de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, según Mateo. 
Pueblo: 	 ¡Gloria a ti, Cristo Señor! 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he 
saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
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Diácono: 	 El Evangelio del Señor.  
Pueblo: 	 Te alabamos, Cristo Señor.  

Sermon 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Bishop	 Beloved in Christ, through baptism we were all called to new life in the 
risen Lord. In baptism, we promised to proclaim by word and example the 
Good News of God in Christ; according to the gifts given to us, to carry on 
Christ’s work of reconciliation in the world; and to take our place in the 
life, worship, and governance of the church. I call upon you, therefore, to 
reaffirm your commitment to follow the way of Jesus.  

Bishop	 Do you reaffirm the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, 
renouncing all that seeks to corrupt and destroy the creatures of God, and 
promising to serve God faithfully as the Body of Christ in the world?  

All	 	 We do. 

Bishop	 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 
Jesus Christ? 

People	 	 I do. 

Bishop	 Do you believe in God the Father? 
People	 	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

Bishop	 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 
Jesus Christ?  

People	 	 I do. 

Bishop	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People	 	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Bishop	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People	 	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 

Bishop	 Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 

People	 	 I will, with God's help. 

Bishop	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People	 	 I will, with God's help. 

Bishop	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 	 	 	
	 	 Christ? 
People	 	 I will, with God's help. 

Bishop	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 

People	 	 I will, with God's help. 

Bishop	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 

The Bishop concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

In peace and in faith, we offer our prayers to God. You are invited to pray with your table 
and offer your particular intercessions and thanksgivings. Pray for one another and pray 
for: 

The Universal Church, its members, and its mission. 
The Nation and all in authority. 
The welfare of the world. 
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The concerns of your local communities. 
Those who suffer and those in any trouble. 
The departed. 

The Celebrant concludes with this or another suitable prayer or collect: 

God of love and mercy; of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown 
old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him 
through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Peace  	The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.  

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People	 	 And also with you. 

Our offering today will be given to the HGDC Community Crisis Center in 
Goldsboro. The Community Center provides food, clothing, shelter, counseling, and 
emergency financial assistance to those in need in Goldsboro. You may support this 
ministry with your offering by a check written to “Episcopal Diocese of East 
Carolina” with “HGDC Community Crisis Center” written in the memo line or 
donating directly to the organization using this link. 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving  	 	 	 	 	 Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For the wonderful grace and virtue 
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declared in all your saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights 
of the world in their generations.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: 1982 Hymnal S-130 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death 
We proclaim his resurrection 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with St. Peter and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, in the language of our 
hearts, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu Nombre, 
venga tu reino, 
hágase tu voluntad, 

en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 

como también nosotros 
perdonamos 

a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación 

y líbranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, 

tuyo es el poder, 
y tuya es la gloria, 
ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Song: Remembrance 

Post-Communion Prayer	  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
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strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 

Closing Song: When We Walk Together 

The Dismissal 
Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People	 	 Thanks be to God!  

We thank the following people for their leadership in worship today: 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Right Rev’d Rob Skirving, VIII Bishop of East Carolina 
Archdeacon: The Ven. Janet Sueiro Rodman
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Rebecca Bean 
Lectors: Bob Cagle and John Childs 
Acolyte: Hazel Kate Hughes 
Ushers: the Postulants and Candidates for Ordination in the Diocese of East Carolina 
Communion: Marc Assad, Zoë Frederiksen, Lilia Granados, The Rev’d Jody Greenwood, and 
The Rev’d Copeland Johnston 
Communion Bread Baker: Julie Shields 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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